
Like most undergraduates, I spent several dark moments in university questioning whether or not my 
degree was going to be truly worth it. Such doubts get even darker when you’re an Arts major—the 
constant jokes about our lack of rigour and job opportunities get old, fast.  
  
While I was studying history at Dalhousie, I always really resented those jokes. History students work 
hard, and nowhere is this more apparent than in our ability to write and research papers that are 
daunting in both scope and size. I like to say that History requires you “to know a lot about a lot,” 
because without lateral thinking and a deep knowledge base you’d be utterly lost in a mire of dubious 
conclusions. 
  
In my final year of undergraduate studies I found myself worrying about what I was going to actually do 
after graduating. Law school was the obvious choice for someone as talkative and opinionated as me, 
but I also had a deep passion for working with communities in pursuit of the public good. Working in 
government was a real dream of mine; nothing makes me happier than helping others and truly being of 
service.  
  
After a flurry of Googling, CV-updating, and begging for references (not to mention the always dreaded 
‘phone interview’) I was privileged enough to land on my feet with the British Columbia Legislative 
Internship Program. Six months in duration, the program is open to B.C. residents with a recent degree 
from a Canadian university. Interns spend one month in a Ministry and four months working in caucus at 
the Legislative Assembly. 
  
I’ve spent the past month observing meetings with Global Affairs Canada, researching B.C.’s 
international trade, and grappling with the challenges of international marketing. It has been both 
fascinating and fabulous in equal measure. My ministry placement was at the Ministry of International 
Trade—and no, I don’t have a business or finance background. Actually, many of the people I work with 
were once History majors. The perception that an Arts degree is useless is tremendously unfair, and flat 
out wrong. I still think in a historical way, but now I’m applying those research skills and thought 
patterns to modern problems. (I also get to feel pretty sophisticated throwing around terms like “value 
proposition” and “net importer.”)  
  
Next month I’ll likely be writing speeches, prepping inquiries for Question Period, or researching public 
policy issues. We’ll also get to travel to Ottawa to meet with federal interns and public figures. (Fingers 
crossed we'll get to see a taping of Power & Politics!) We also travel to Washington State to learn about 
the U.S. legislative process. The travel is an amazing part of the job, but I am already lucky enough to 
work in what I believe to be the most beautiful Legislature in Canada.  
  
If you are at all interested in working in government, or if the Internship sounds like something for you, I 
highly recommend giving it a look. I am the only 2016 Intern who completed their degree outside of 
B.C.; let’s show them what a little East Coast grit can do! Check out the program at www.leg.bc.ca/bclip  
  
When you’re used to dealing in centuries, you can afford to have a little extra patience and 
perspective—and that’s invaluable no matter what you choose to do in life. History majors unite!  
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